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The E#ect of Wives’ Contributions to Family Income on Husbands’ Gender Role

Attitudes: Interaction Based on the Socioeconomic Status of Husbands

Naoko Shima

Abstract

Previous research has found that men’s attitudes toward gender roles are strongly associated
with their wives’ employment status. Men in dual-earner couples are likely to have more
egalitarian views than men in male-breadwinner, single-earner couples. According to research
in the United States, husbands in dual-earner couples, particularly husbands with lower
socioeconomic status, tend to be resistant to the idea of gender equality for fear of losing power
in the marital relationship. This paper examines the impact of wives’ contributions to family
income on husbands’ gender role attitudes in Japan. The paper focuses on the di#ering e#ect of
the socioeconomic status of husbands. Analysis based on data available from the National
Family Research of Japan (2003, 2008) found that in dual-earner couples in which wives’ income
constitutes half or more than half of the family earnings, husbands with lower rather than
higher socioeconomic status tend to support the gendered division of labor.
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U"�VWXY ±.275��� ±.293��� ±.031 ±.272´ ±.341��� ±.340��� ±.185��� ±.160��
U"�VWXYµS"®¯R° ±.246´ ±.021

U"�VWXYµS"fg
(£Q�¤¥�²³� )

.111� .077´

U"�VWXYµS"Rh ±.103� ±.153��

R2¶· .093 .110 .095 .110 .097 .112 .096 .117

¸¹�c R2¶· .090 .107 .091 .106 .093 .108 .093 .113

n 1564 1372 1564 1372 1564 1372 1564 1372

FC[ po.001 po.001 po.001 po.001 po.001 po.001 po.001 po.001

(´po.10, � po.05, �� po.01, ��� po.001)

������������������������������������������
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