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Sibling Composition and the Timing of First Marriage in Japan

Keiichi SAWAGUCHI

Taisho University

This article evaluates the effect of sibling composition on the timing of first marriage in Japan.
Focusing on the 1960’s and 1970’s birth cohorts, the four hypotheses are evaluated. The hazard models
for the transition to the first marriage were estimated in order to identify the effects of the three sibling
properties, the number of sibling, the existence of brother (elder or younger) and sister (elder or young-
er), and the siblings composition. It was found that the effects of these variables were different between
male and female.

In case of male, the property of “only child” has significant effect on the timing of first marriage.
The number of siblings and the age of marriage have negative correlation. Moreover, the first child who
has the younger brother or non-first child who has sister tends to get married relatively earlier. I find
that these finding supports the Household Crowding Hypothesis. But in case of female, any these prop-

erties of siblings have no significant effect on the timing of first marriage.

Key words and phrases: marriage, sibling, life event, first child, gender
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