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Filial Obligation and Regional Characteristics
The Influence of regional family structure

Yasuko NAKANISHI

Sagami Women's University

The purpose of this report is to examine the influence of regional characteristics on people's filial
obligation. Intergenerational coresidence differs among region to region. In previous research,
nuclear-family are preferable in the Southern-West Japan and the metropolitan area, while
Three-generational cohabitation are preferable in Tohoku, Hokuriku and Chugoku area.(Shimizu 1992).
City-size and population size affect that, too.

On the other hand, the filial responsibility is getting influenced by parent-child or siblings
emotional relationship or situational propriety(Morioka 1993). And filial obligation is "Gotsugo-syugi"
(Naoi 1993), it means that people tend to express filial obligation depending on their own personal
situation.

To concern the effects of the regional characteristics, previously it is needed to control the
personal attributions. For that reason, this report uses multi-level analysis to distinct the effects of the
personal level attributes and the regional level characteristics. In that analysis the percentage of the
separation (including nuclear family household and one-person household) aged 75 and over and the

percentage of the population aged 75 and over are used as the regional characteristics.

Key words and phrases: filial obligation, family structure, percentage of the separation aged 75 and

over, percentage of the population aged 75 and over
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