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Changes of Sequence between Marriage and Childbirth
Motoko Tomiyoshi

Abstract

This article aims at analysis of relationship between marriage age and pregnant age,
which is one of the major changes happening on life cycle in recent years in Japan.
Originally, Japanese people had an open sexual consciousness. The enactment of the
former civil law by Meiji-government made people’s sexual norm stronger. It had kept the
influence of the law until the period of high economic growth after World War I, and
sexual liberation had gained ground rapidly over the country. As a result, the situation that
unmarried women become pregnant arises ,and that urges the women to decide if they
marry after pregnancy or they take other means. This article expects to elucidate changes
of people’s sexual norm, showing composition of couple people who chose to be married
and how the structure is characterized on the research data by population scale, region, and
educational credentials.
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