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Effects of the sibling composition for helping behavior

in mid-life parent—-child relations
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Abstract

The first purpose of this paper is to measure the effect by the number of siblings
to helping behavior in mid-life parent-child relations. The second purpose is to clear
differences of the effect by the sibling composition. Taking exchange theory as my
approaching method, which is one of the main methods to analyze helping behavior in mid-
life parent—-child relations, the sibling composition is very important. I analyzed four
helping behaviors by logit models that included the number of siblings or the sibling
composition as an explanatory variable. The result of analyses made four points clear.
First, the negative effect by the number of siblings for the help from parents to the
child was shown only when the child was on the child-caring life stage. Second, there
was no effect by the number of siblings for the help form the child to parents. Third,
the effect by the number of siblings was as strong as that by sex difference. Finally,
it was made clear that unmarried brothers and married sisters caused the negative effect

by siblings.
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