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What Determines Employment of Women with Infants?
: Comparisons among NFRJ98, NFRJ03, NFRJ08

Junko NISHIMURA

Meisei University

This study explores the determinants of women’s employment with infants, using NFRJ9S,
NFRJ03, and NFRJO08. This study focuses on the effects of women’s educational attainment (=human
capital), husband’s income (=household’s need for income), living arrangement with mother/
mother-in-law, and husbands’ frequencies of housework and childcare (=social support) on women’s
employment. Married men and women whose youngest child is 0-6 years old are selected from each
dataset. Multinomial logit analysis was applied to explore the determinants of women’s employment for
each dataset. The results show that women who graduated from four-year university are more likely to be
full-time employees compared to those who graduated from junior high school or high school throughout
three datasets. Women whose husbands earn higher income tend to stay as housewives rather than being
employed as full-time or part-time, and this tendency was common among NFRJ98, NFRJ03, and
NFRJ08. Results also show that husbands’ higher frequencies of housework enhance women’s full-time
employment throughout three datasets. The effects of living arrangements of mother/ mother-in-law were
different, and their effects on women’s employment were different among NFRJ98, NFRJ03, and
NFRJ08. In NFRJ98 and NFRJO0S, the closer their own mother live, women’s full-time employment is
enhanced, however, such tendency was not observed in NFRJ03. Women’s employment is enhanced only
when mothers-in-law live together, and this tendency was observed in NFRJ98 and NFRJ03, not in
NFRJO0S8. Therefore, the positive effect of living together with or closer to women’s own mother on
women’s employment might be persistent; however, the effect of living with mother-in-law on women’s

employment might be diminishing.

Key words and phrases: women’s employment, educational attainment, husband’s income, living

arrangement with mother/ mother-in-law, husbands’ participation in housework and childcare
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