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AE B—RCRAFEICEERBES LD, ZOET MOV TITAEBEBHIHEES 5 2 & 3%
HWCThHD,
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L5: ARMBTETOFELN 18 ETHD (n=113)

[ FRBOMBMFIC72 5 | C—PIZOWTIL, PC TOELDREMEDIZD, M5%#i
MCoEB & LT, BEF0LORFEIOFE, (HV=1), FEMNEHOFE (b
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The Consultative Interactions between Parents and Children

Naoko SHIMAZAKI

Waseda University

This paper focuses on observations of the dynamic state of consultative interactions between parents
and children in an intermediate stage of the parent-child relationship. The mother-daughter relationship has
a high incidence of both of the following dynamics: “the child turns to the parent for advice” and “the
parent turns to the child for advice.” In particular, “the child turns to the parent for advice” dynamic is
particularly pronounced when the daughter’s life stage is that of a youngest child who is still preschool age
or younger. For the mother-son relationship, cohabitation demonstrated a facilitating effect on the incidence
of consultative interchanges. In contrast, father-son and father-daughter relationships exhibited trends that
changed in accordance to respective life stages.

Attempts to discover a model for the developmental process of consultative relationships for father-son
and father-daughter pairings resulted in the following progression: (1) the child turns to the parent for
advice, then (2) neither party solicits the advice of the other, and finally (3) the parent turns to the child for
advice. This pattern was also the central pattern for mother-son relationships; however, in situations where
parent and child cohabitate, the following pattern can be anticipated: (1) the child turns to the parent for
advice, then (2) both parent and child solicit advice mutually from each other, and finally (3) the parent
turns to the child for advice. This pattern of relationship development is expected in mother-daughter
relationships, regardless of whether or not mother and daughter cohabitate. This model requires future
longitudinal analysis.

This paper elucidates the following points. First, the nature of mutual consultations between parents
and children at an intermediate stage of the parent-child relationship differs by the gender composition of
the relationships. Specifically, these consultative relationships are more active in mother-child relationships
than father-child relationships. Furthermore, although interaction in the mother-son relationship is promoted
by cohabitation, the mother-daughter relationship is independent of physical proximity, continuing with

active interaction regardless of physical distance.

Key words and phrases: consultative interactions, intermediate stage parent-child relationships, life stage,

mother-daughter relationship
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