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How Mothers’ Attitudes towards Children have Changed 

: Between 1998 and 2008 in Japan 

Tomomi SHINADA 

Rikkyo University

This article analyzed two aspects of mothers’ attitudes towards children, both of playing and 

teaching. The attitudes of mothers with children aged fifteen years old and younger has been changed in 

the balance of two aspects. Mothers played with children more frequently in 2008 than in 1998. On the 

other hand, they taught less frequently in 2008 than in 1998. These changes occurred to mothers with 

infants in particular. Higher educated mothers with fewer children has increased the frequency of playing. 

Lower income households were damaged by recession in the early 2000s. As a result, women in lower 

middle class households needed to get job. However, higher educated and richer mothers did not return to 

work. This caused income to be more strongly correlated with mothers’ frequency of playing with children.

They preferred to stay at home for teaching their children frequently. The proportion of mothers staying at 

home had increased from 1998 to 2003 but declined clearly from 2003 to 2008. It brought mothers group

polarized separately from their youngest child age. Number of children affected mothers’ playing 

frequency more in 1998 than in 2008. Instead, mothers’ job status and income were growing to affect their 

attitudes towards children. 

Key words and phrases: child care, social class, single parent, employment, low fertility rate
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