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Transformation of father's participation in child rearing from NFRJ 

Shigeki MATSUDA 
DAI-ICHI LIFE RESEARCH INSTITUTE INC. 

The following finding was gotten as a result of analyzing the frequency of father's participation in 
child rearing and the change in the rule factor in the home with the preschool child by using three data of 
NFRJ98, 03, and 08. 

First, neither frequency that father takes care of the child nor frequency in which it plays with the 
child have increased though [ikumen] gets into the news. There is even a possibility of decreasing. 

Secondarily, it is given that father's working hour is still long as a reason why father's 
participation in child rearing doesn't increase. It increases to 11.6 hours in NFRJ03 though it was 10.8 
hours in NFRJ98. It hardly shortens after Lehman shock. It has been pointed out that long working hours 
so far are the obstruction factors of the participation in child rearing of father in our country, and there is 
not most changes in the appearance today. 

Thirdly, the father's gender role ideology and the relation of the participation in child rearing 
might become plain as a reason why father's participation in child rearing doesn't increase in recent years. 
It returns the same level as ten years ago in NFRJ08 though it became weak from NFRJ98 to NFRJ03 
once. It doesn't connect with increasing of father's participation in child rearing in the gender role 
division consideration. Father's participation in child rearing has not increased for the influence of the 
gender role division consideration. 

  
Key words and phrases: father, childcare, working hour, gender role division  
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