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Correlations Between Family Members' Academic Qualifications:
The Effects of Grandparents', Uncle's, and Aunt's on Child's One

Sohei ARAMAKI 
Kyushu University 

NFRJ08 (National Family Research of Japan 2008) collects the information on academic 
certifications of respondents', and their families: spouses', parents', children's, and brothers' and sisters'. It 
means that we can investigate the correlations between children's academic qualifications and their 
families' one: parents', grandparents', uncles', aunts', brothers' and sisters'. In this paper, we focus on the 
two basic characteristics of family relationships on academic qualifications. First, the strength of family 
correlations and their trends are examined. Second, we clarify the direct effects of grandparents' and 
uncles' and aunts' qualifications on children's one. 

The main results show that the correlations of children's qualifications and their grandparents', 
uncles', and aunts' one are increasing; grandparents', uncles', and aunts' qualifications have the direct 
effects on children's one net of their parents' qualifications; the direct effects of uncles' and aunts' are both 
positive and negative. All these findings claim the necessity of more analyses on the relation between 
academic qualifications within relatives. 

  
 Key words and phrases: family structure, academic qualifications of uncles' and aunts', family 
relationship 

60


